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INSIDE:

Extreme Volunteering with 
Critical Home Repair 
Faith & Blue Builds Community
2025 Volunteer Recap

Volunteers
							       OKC HABITAT M A G A Z I N E
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OKC Habitat
2025 volunteers*

   4,028
*single volunteer bookings on helpmyhabitat.com

of companies
offer paid  
volunteer
time off  
(VTO).

60%Value of each  
volunteer hour 
to a non-profit1

$34.79

Total value of volunteer 
labor to OKC Habitat in 
20252

$560,536

Nationally, individuals ages 
35-54 are most likely to 
volunteer. OKC Habitat 
volunteers age range is:

15-50

2025  
New Home 
Construction  
program  
volunteers*

2,005
*calendar year 

2025  
Critical Home 
Repair  
program  
volunteers*

966
*calendar year 

VOLUNTEERS BY THE NUMBERS

Participating
companies offer  
an average of  
20 VTO hours  
each year.

About
63 MILLION
Americans  
volunteer.

National statistics courtesy of the  
Double the Donation website.

Central Oklahoma Habitat for Human-
ity statistics pulled from the COHFH 
Bloomerang and Galaxy databases.

1Independent Sector of the Do Good 
Institute within the School of Public 
Policy at the University of Maryland

2The total number of volunteer  
bookings were calculated at an 
average of four hours each.

2025  
Habitat 
ReStore  
(all locations)  
volunteers*

1,054
*calendar year 
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For those who are unable to 
perform strenuous physical 
labor, we offer opportunities 
in clerical support, customer 
service and retail through 
our ReStores. Whatever 
their skill set, we work to 
ensure each volunteer feels 
welcomed, valued and con-
nected to the meaningful 
impact of their service.

Oklahoma humorist, Will 
Rogers said, “You make a 
living by what you get. You 
make a life by what you 
give.”

Our volunteers live this truth every day. 
Their generosity is the backbone of our 
work and the reason we are able to continue 
building strength, stability and self-reliance 
for families across Central Oklahoma.

To every volunteer who has picked up 
a hammer, sorted donations, answered 
phones, shared a smile or simply shown up 
when it mattered most — thank you. You are 
changing lives.

Blessings,

Ann Felton Gilliland 
Chair/CEO

One of the greatest blessings at Central 
Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity is our 
volunteers — thousands of individuals who 
generously donate their time, energy and 
hearts to help make homeownership possi-
ble for working families across our commu-
nity. This issue of our magazine highlights 
the volunteers who serve with us each year. 
From New Home Construction volunteers 
who help build new, energy-efficient and af-
fordable homes, to those who serve through 
our Critical Home Repair program, our 
Administrative Office and our ReStores. 

Our volunteers are truly the foundation of 
everything we do. Simply put, Habitat could 
not exist without them.

Habitat volunteers willingly give up week-
ends, brave the Oklahoma heat and cold, 
and show up again and again to serve others. 
Whether they are framing a new home or 
stepping into challenging repair situations, 
our volunteers remind us that compassion is 
strongest when it is paired with action.

Habitat’s mission inspires many to ensure 
everyone has a decent place to live. Oth-
ers are drawn by the opportunity to help 
hard-working Oklahoma families become 
first-time homeowners. And our long-
time volunteers — including New Home 
Construction’s Cornerstone Crew and the 
Critical Home Repair ROVERS — bring 
their experience and heart to families who 
need it most. 

Our volunteers come from all walks of life, 
and we are grateful for every role they play. 

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 

Volunteers are Essential to the Mission 
of Central Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity

COVER: Matt Clark, a volunteer for Central Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity’s Critical Home Repair 
program, removes damaged flooring during a recent project. See page 4 for the full story.

“You make a  
living by what 
you get. You 
make a life by 
what you give.”

—WILL ROGERS



4  CENTRAL OKLAHOMA HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Whether removing a compromised subfloor, 
swinging a hammer or installing new win-
dows, ROVERS rely on hard-earned expe-
rience, honed problem-solving skills and 
steady judgment to get the job done right. 
Much like elite athletes, they must assess 
risk, adapt quickly and work with precision, 
knowing that a single misstep could have 
serious consequences.

The difference is purpose. ROVERS are not 
chasing records or recognition. They’re too 
busy protecting vulnerable homeowners, 
many of whom are seniors, veterans or 
disabled individuals living on fixed incomes, 
by making critical repairs that allow them to 
remain safe and secure in their homes.

Their work may not make daily headlines, 
but for the families they serve, ROVERS are 
nothing short of lifesaving.

CHR VOLUNTEERS

Like extreme sports athletes, Central Okla-
homa Habitat’s ROVERS (Retired Old Vol-
unteers Enjoying Repairing Stuff) are part 
of an elite team of devoted volunteers who 
regularly support the Critical Home Repair 
program. Their work addresses some of the 
most daunting and urgent challenges found 
in aging and damaged homes across Central 
Oklahoma.

In a similar way to extreme athletes who 
push their bodies and skills to the edge, 
CHR’s ROVERS often find themselves 
navigating extreme conditions created by 
unsafe structures, deteriorating materials 
and unpredictable hazards. 

Their terrain may not be a mountainside or a 
racecourse, but it can include challenges like 
rotting floors, failing roofs, unstable steps 
and unsafe entryways – all issues that could 
threaten a homeowner’s health and safety.

Habitat’s Extreme Volunteers Bring  
Grit to Critical Home Repair

CHR ROVER Pokie  
Yoshida always wants to 
do more to help low- 
income homeowners.

Critical Home Repair Field 
Supervisor Aiden Perrin, left, 

works with ROVER Matt Clark 
removing damaged flooring 
during the featured project.

continued on page 7
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CHR VOLUNTEERS

On left, long-time 
ROVER Joe Harkins 
carries fire-damaged 
debris out to a 
dumpster.

Left, ROVER Shane Autry 
prepares to fix a broken door 
frame. 

Below, Dr. F. “Al” Albahadily 
cuts drywall. He has served as 
a ROVER for over 14 years.
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CHR VOLUNTEERS

“I volunteer for CHR 
because when I walk into 
someone’s house that’s 
in a critical state and 
the homeowners have 
no means to repair it, it 
breaks my heart. Many 
of them live on limited 
incomes and can only 
afford to pay certain bills.  
I usually ask Erich, ‘Can 
we do more?’ ”

— “POKIE” YOSHIDA 

“You get to see what you 
accomplish each day and 
feel good about it.” 

— MONTY BOTTOMS

“The entry bar is low 
because the crew has  
the knowledge and  
equipment. They  
match your tasks with 
your abilities.”

— SHANE AUTRY 

This series of 1-2-3 photos detail the same area shown at the bottom of page 5. 
Dramatic improvements such as these are highly motivational to volunteers.

1⃣ Before

2⃣ In progress
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CHR VOLUNTEERS

continued from  page 4

Critical Home Repair’s ROVERS span 
generations — from silver-haired veterans 
to muscular forty-somethings — yet rain or 
shine, this diverse team works like a well-
oiled machine, tackling tough projects that 
help low-income homeowners remain safe 
in their homes.

The work isn’t for the faint of heart. The 
repairs are often hard, dirty and dusty, and 
some homes have suffered fire damage, 
flooding or years of deferred maintenance. 
Yet the ROVERS have a long history of 
consistently stepping up. ▪

“If you are capable and 
there’s a person in need 
and there is something 
you can do to help them 
be in a better or safer 
place, that’s absolutely  
satisfying.”

— “AL” ALBAHADILY

Above, the house shown in 
these pictures was damaged in 
a grease fire. Thanks to CHR, it’s 
functional again.

“Our volunteer work has 
an immediate impact 
— you’re helping people 
and they’re standing 
right there and you get to 
see the end results right 
away.”

— MATT CLARK

CHR ROVERS 

What is your ‘Why?’
At this recent work project, we asked several 
ROVERS to tell us why they volunteer with 
Critical Home Repair, and in particular, why 
they keep coming back again and again. Their 
answers (left) run the gamut from practical 
to heartfelt, yet all reflect a pragmatic sense of 
service and a desire to give back.

“Our ROVERS bring decades of hard-earned 
skills to some of our most complex and 
urgent repairs,” CHR Project Manager Erich 
Font said. “They sometimes face some pretty 
gnarly situations, whether they’re installing 
an ADA-compliant ramp, patching drywall or 
ripping out old kitchen cabinets.” Font added 
that, regardless of experience level, there is 
always meaningful work for volunteers to do. 

“We welcome new volunteers of all ages 
and backgrounds. Our work helps the most 
vulnerable, and it is truly rewarding. Our 
volunteers perform life-changing work for 
homeowners in need.” ▪

3⃣ Nearing completion
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VOLUNTEERS

Over 50 Oklahoma City Police Department 
(OKCPD) officers picked up hammers on Oct. 
10, 2025, as they volunteered with Central 
Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity during 
National Faith & Blue Weekend—framing a 
home for a family in Cornerstone Creek.

The event marked OKCPD’s sixth year part-
nering with Habitat as part of Faith & Blue, 
a national initiative that brings together law 
enforcement and faith leaders to serve com-
munities and build trust through hands-on 
projects.

Capt. Michelle Henderson said the experience 
has become a meaningful tradition for officers.

“Cornerstone Creek is special to our officers 
because we love the idea of an affordable 
housing community where hardworking 

FAITH & BLUE

Building trust. Framing futures. Serving others. 

In the photo on the 
right, OKCPD Faith 

& Blue volunteers 
hammer together 
a house frame for 

Habitat.

An OKCPD officer gives a friendly wave 
during Faith & Blue weekend as he frames 

a house in Cornerstone Creek.

On October 10, 2025 OKCPD 
officers returned and framed 

a new Habitat home for a 
young family, on the right.
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VOLUNTEERS

homeowners are invested and proud of their 
homes and community,” Henderson said. 
“Habitat neighborhoods pull on our heart-
strings because we often see ourselves in the 
hardworking families who live there.”

She said the impact goes far beyond the build.

“We believe it’s important to volunteer because 
it helps break down barriers and allows our 
officers to interact with residents in the com-
munities we serve,” Henderson said. “Helping 
Habitat is such a fun and rewarding experi-
ence, we want to do more—and be involved 
from start to finish.”

Faith & Blue was launched in 2020. The ini-
tiative encourages collaboration between law 
enforcement and faith-based organizations to 
strengthen communities, promote unity and 
foster understanding nationwide.

“We’re very excited to be a part of providing a 
home for people in the community who work 
hard and deserve it,” Henderson said.

Central Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity 
Chair/CEO Ann Felton Gilliland said she is 
exceptionally grateful for OKCPD’s volunteers 
and their dedication to Habitat.

“To have groups like this come out and work 
with us, it is just wonderful,” Felton Gilliland 
said. “We couldn’t do what we do without our 
great volunteer manpower.”

In the photo top left, a Faith 
& Blue volunteer releases a 
header beam as the frame 
gets raised on a home in 
Cornerstone Creek.

OKCPD officers who volun-
teered at the Faith & Blue 
weekend are pictured above. 
The department has brought 
teams out for Faith & Blue for 
the last six years.

Left, breakfast burritos are 
served up for hungry OKCPD 
volunteers during the 2025 
Faith & Blue weekend.

The home framed during the event will be 
purchased by a young married couple who 
came to the U.S. from Cuba more than three 
years ago seeking stability and opportunity.

As they worked alongside OKCPD volunteers 
to complete their required 100 sweat-equity 
hours, the homeowner said the experience 
was both humbling and inspiring. “It still feels 
incredible to us that something so good could 
happen,” he said.

OKCPD representatives said they plan to con-
tinue building with Habitat—and to celebrate 
with the couple again when they receive the 
keys to their new home in mid-February. ▪
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VOLUNTEERS

Members of the Latin 
American Motorcycle  
Association’s (LAMA) 
local chapter proved 
that family and commu-
nity come first when the 
Oklahoma-based group 
volunteered on Nov. 22, 
2025, to help build a 
new, energy-efficient and 
affordable home at OKC 
Habitat’s Cornerstone 
Creek.

Members of a local chapter of the Latin 
American Motorcycle Association’s (LAMA) 
cruised into Cornerstone Creek a few days 
before Thanksgiving 2025 to help Central 
Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity build a 
house in Cornerstone Creek.

LAMA is a family-oriented motorcycle 
association focused on moto-touring and 
building strong communities. Members 
participate in long-distance rides, spend 
time with family and friends and work on 
creating meaningful connections through 
service. Their volunteer efforts support 
Habitat’s mission of affordable home-
ownership. ▪

Revving Up  
for a Cause

Southern Star Latin American Motorcycle Association

Latin American Motorcycle Association
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VOLUNTEERS

Edmond Board of REALTORS

NextStepOU Health Sciences Center

Liberty Energy



12  CENTRAL OKLAHOMA HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Newman Center, University of Wyoming

Newman Center, University of Wyoming

 NextStep Waste ManagementU.S. Navy

Diamondback Energy
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Newman Center, University of Wyoming

WomenBuild

Oklahoma Department of Transportation

Individual volunteersNextStep

Oklahoma Hospital Association

Individual volunteers
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VOLUNTEERS

 TDF Fleet

Hope is Alive

EOG Resources

ComfortWorks
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VOLUNTEERS

Hope Is Alive volunteers 
come several times 
throughout the year to 
help Central Oklahoma 
Habitat for Humanity build 
homes for future Habitat 
homeowners.

Hope Is Alive (HIA) is a faith-based nonprofit 
dedicated to drug and alcohol addiction re-
covery and life transformation. HIA integrates 
community service into its recovery culture — 
encouraging residents to serve others through 
volunteer opportunities such as Habitat home 
build days — reinforcing purpose, teamwork 
and giving back as part of the healing process. 

Three people who went through the recovery 
program were later hired as HIA employees 
and are now Habitat homeowners. ▪

Hope Is Alive  
Volunteers Find Home 
at Cornerstone Creek.

Individual volunteers

Individual volunteersWaste Management

Hope is Alive, Individual volunteers
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Mt. St. Mary’s High School

Northrop Grumman

Sam’s Club Individual volunteers and Hope is Alive

EOG Resources

VOLUNTEERS
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Mt. St. Mary’s High School

MidFirst Bank

Rose State College Raiders Athletics

I-240 Charleston’s Restaurant

Resurrection Episcopal Church

VOLUNTEERS
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VOLUNTEERS

David Payne and Bruce 
Bockus, pictured left to right, 
have supported Habitat for 
Humanity for many years. 
They volunteered along with 
their employees on Sept. 5, 
2025, to help frame a home 
at Cornerstone Creek in 
Oklahoma City.

Bockus Payne Architecture’s long-time part-
nership with Central Oklahoma Habitat for 
Humanity reflects the firm’s commitment to 
building stronger communities. Co-founders 
Bruce Bockus and David Payne, along with 
their employees, recently volunteered to frame 
a home at Cornerstone Creek in Oklahoma 
City. For years, the design firm has supported 
Habitat through annual corporate gifts and 
hands-on service. In addition, Bruce Bockus 
and his wife, Suzanne, have made personal 
donations, further advancing affordable 
homeownership across Central Oklahoma. ▪

Design with a Purpose: 
Bockus Payne

AgriLawn

OSU President’s Leadership Council
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VOLUNTEERS

Bockus Payne

Triton Foundation and UCO volunteers

Malarkey Roofing, U.S. Navy

CEC Engineering

2025 Groups Not Pictured: 
Bishop McGuiness High School
Booz Allen Hamilton
Cowan Group
Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City,
  Oklahoma City Branch
First American Title
First Presbyterian Church
Flintco
GroundWorks
Kingfisher United Methodist Church
Mahogany Restaurant
McLaughlin Family Foundation
OKC Federal Reserve Bank
OU Staples
Our Lord’s Lutheran Church
Standley Systems
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5005 S. I-35 Service Road  
Oklahoma City, OK 73129
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Meetings and Events Calendar
March 17	 CHR Committee	 Noon-Habitat Office

March 26	 Board of Directors	 Noon-Habitat Office

April 3	 Good Friday Observance	 Habitat Office Closed

April 21	 CHR Committee	 Noon-Habitat Office

April 29	 Finance Committee	 Noon-Habitat Office

April 30	 Board of Directors	 Noon-Habitat Office

May 19	 CHR Committee	 Noon-Habitat Office

May 28	 Board of Directors	 Noon-Habitat Office

June 16	 CHR Committee	 Noon-Habitat Office

June 24	 Finance Committee	 Noon-Habitat Office

June 25	 Board of Directors	 Noon-Habitat Office

© 2026

Matthew Boevers regularly 
volunteers at the south side 

Habitat ReStore. 

In 2025 over 1,000 volunteers 
booked work days at the 

ReStores on the volunteer 
website (below). Volunteering 

at the ReStores is also  
popular with homeowners 

working on sweat-equity 
hours, and high school 

students logging community 
service hours. 

HelpMyHabitat.com


