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OKC Habitat
total homeowners*

   1,166
*houses sold since the affiliate’s founding in 1989

of OKC  
Habitat  
households
included  
children  
under 18.

70%OKC Habitat 
Homeowners1 
Asian/Pacific 
Islander 4%
Black 39%
Hispanic 23%
Multiracial 4%
White 29%

In FY 2025 Habitat  
International helped

3,020,797
people build or improve 

 their home.2

Central Oklahoma  
Habitat’s homeowner 
household sizes range1

1-6 people   

Average OKC 
Habitat new 
home price.*
 

$184,000
*2026 

Homeowners 
chosen without 
regard to race, 
religion, ethnic 
group or sexual  
orientation:

100%

BY THE NUMBERS

13% of 
homeowners  
reported one 
or more  
disability  
within 
the family. 

Since 1975 over
65 MILLION
people have built or improved 
their housing with Habitat.2

1October 2024 through December 2025, Central Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity Family Services records.
2Habitat for Humanity International Annual Report 2025.

Homeowner’s 
average monthly 
home mortgage 
with OKC  
Habitat*

$1,300
*2026 
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Homeowners become more 
connected to their communi-
ties — getting to know their 
neighbors, taking pride in 
their homes and building a 
sense of belonging that lasts.

Our volunteers, donors and 
partners understand this 
deeply. Together, we have 
seen lives change, and we 
know a home changes 
everything. Through their 
generosity, the Lord’s 
promise in Isaiah becomes 
something families can 
experience every day 
— peaceful dwellings, secure homes and 
undisturbed places of rest where stability 
takes root and new possibilities begin.

I am deeply grateful to all of you. Together, 
we are not only building houses — we are 
helping families build stronger futures, 
grounded in the peace and security that 
everyone deserves.

Blessings,

Ann Felton Gilliland 
Chair/CEO

Our vision of what’s possible in life is often 
shaped by where we live — the environment 
around us and the circumstances we face. 
When those circumstances improve, new 
aspirations can take root, along with the 
determination to achieve them. That oppor-
tunity to transform lives is at the heart of our 
Christian housing ministry — and it is what 
inspires so many to support high-quality, 
affordable homeownership.

During my 36 years with Central Oklahoma 
Habitat for Humanity, I have seen more 
than 1,166 hard-working individuals and 
families benefit from that transformation. 
At each home dedication, I am reminded of 
Isaiah 32:18: “My people will live in peaceful 
dwellings, in secure homes, in undisturbed 
places of rest.”

I see the meaning of those words reflected in 
the faces of new homeowners as they receive 
their keys. You can almost feel the weight lift 
off their shoulders — the stress and uncer-
tainty of rising rents or living in substandard 
housing replaced by the peace of a safe, 
stable home. In that moment, what once felt 
out of reach becomes possible.

An affordable mortgage allows families 
to begin looking ahead instead of simply 
getting by. Parents can focus on their chil-
dren’s education and well-being. Children 
gain the stability they need to succeed in 
school, build lasting friendships, graduate 
and pursue brighter futures.

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 

A Foundation for What’s Possible
for Our Homeowners

COVER: A photo montage giving you just a glimpse of the beauty and diversity of some of our 
Habitat homeowners from 2023-2026. See page 16 for this issue’s profiles.

“My people 
will live in 
peaceful 
dwellings, in 
secure homes, 
in undisturbed 
places of rest.”

— ISAIAH 32:18
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IN THE NEWS

Strategic donors and public-private partnerships 
are helping sustain and accelerate progress at 
Cornerstone Creek, the organization’s 160-acre 
development in far-northwest Oklahoma City. 
Since 1990, Central Oklahoma Habitat for Hu-
manity has built 1,166 new, energy-efficient, and 
affordable homes and has helped more than 800 
homeowners through its Critical Home Repair 
program.

“The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation’s gener-
ous $750,000 donation has helped us accelerate 
critical infrastructure in Phase II by funding 
paving,” Ann Felton Gilliland, chair/CEO,  said. 
“We will build 211 homes in Phase II, and this 
investment is paving the way for more families to 
achieve affordable homeownership in a growing 
community designed for long-term stability.”

A recent drone’s eye view of Phase II at Cornerstone Creek.

Habitat’s Recent Public-Private Partnerships
Another key supporter, the Inasmuch Foun-
dation, invested $100,000 in January 2026 to 
maintain momentum.

“The Inasmuch Foundation’s support is helping 
more families in our community achieve the 
stability and opportunity that come with home-
ownership,” Felton Gilliland said. “This support 
enables us to sustain steady progress in building 
affordable housing even as the need continues to 
grow.”

She said the Oklahoma Housing Finance Agency 
(OHFA) is also playing a transformative role in 
Cornerstone Creek’s ongoing expansion.

“Over the past two years, Habitat has secured two 
zero-interest loans totaling $7.5 million through 
OHFA’s Oklahoma Housing Stability Program,” 
she said. “The first, a $3.6 million award, support-
ed 25 homes in Phase I. We have already paid off 
the first loan. An additional $3.9 million award is 
funding 25 more homes, bringing the total to 50.”

As of last spring, 70 homes had been built at Cor-
nerstone Creek, Habitat’s flagship development, 
which is already transforming former farmland 
into a growing community where working fami-
lies can build long-term stability.

At full buildout, Cornerstone Creek is expected 
to include approximately 450 new energy-effi-
cient and affordable homes and to dramatically 
expand homeownership opportunities for limit-
ed- to moderate-income families across Central 
Oklahoma.

Felton Gilliland said these efforts are about far 
more than construction — they are also about 
generational change.

“Research consistently shows that children who 
grow up in stable, affordable homes are more 
likely to succeed in school, maintain better health 
and build brighter futures,” she said. “By remov-
ing financial barriers and expanding access to 
affordable homeownership, we are helping create 
stronger families, stronger communities and 
expanded opportunities.” ▪
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When the Oklahoma Housing Finance Agency 
(OHFA) celebrated 50 years of expanding hous-
ing opportunities statewide, Central Oklahoma 
Habitat for Humanity’s new Cornerstone Creek 
development was a featured and fun stop on the 
statewide tour.

The visit positioned Cornerstone Creek alongside 
other significant Oklahoma housing develop-
ments and highlighted the growing housing 
community as a model of large-scale affordable 
homeownership in action.

OHFA representatives toured the development as 
part of a broader effort to showcase transformative 
housing partnerships shaping Oklahoma’s future. 
For Habitat Chair/CEO Ann Felton Gilliland, the 
visit reinforced the long-term vision for Corner-
stone Creek — a 160-acre planned affordable 
housing development designed to eventually 
include 450 new, energy-efficient homes and three 
parks with workout stations and a gazebo.

“Our visit from OHFA representatives reflects 
what can happen when long-term vision, strong 
partnerships, and a commitment to affordable-
homeownership come together,” Gilliland said. 
“We are grateful for the blessing of OHFA’s Okla-
homa Housing Stability Program and its zero-in-
terest loans. With their support, we’ve expedited 
the construction of 50 new homes at Cornerstone 
Creek. It has been a true blessing for all.”

As Habitat continues to expand the neighborhood 
through Phase II infrastructure and future home 
construction, the OHFA anniversary visit served 
as both a milestone and a reminder that the work 
underway in Cornerstone Creek is part of a much 
larger statewide housing story — one focused 
on stability, opportunity and building stronger 
communities for generations to come. ▪

Spotlight on Cornerstone Creek During the Oklahoma 
Housing Finance Agency’s 50th Anniversary Tour

IN THE NEWS

Habitat chair/CEO Ann Felton Gilliland (center) stands with Oklahoma 
Housing Finance Agency (OHFA) Executive Advisor Kurt Fife (left) 
and OHFA Executive Director Deborah Jenkins (right) during a visit to 
Cornerstone Creek in far northwest Oklahoma City. The visit was part 
of OHFA’s 50th-Anniversary Road Trip. 

OHFA’s 50th Anniversary Road Trip members toured Cornerstone Creek last spring, hosted by 
Habitat Chair/CEO Ann Felton Gilliland and New Home Construction program staff.
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Layne Cates has joined Habitat as a grant special-
ist, supporting the organization’s efforts to secure 
funding for Habitat’s New Home Construction and 
Critical Home Repair programs.

Cates is a graduate of the University of Oklahoma 
in Norman, where she earned a bachelor’s degree in 
Spanish and nonprofit administration. She brings 
experience in nonprofit development, grant writing 
and donor engagement. Most recently, she served as 
development coordinator at the Hearts for Hearing 
Foundation, helping secure five- and six-figure 
gifts and supporting corporate sponsorships, grant 
reporting and donor stewardship.

Before that role, she served as an intern with Make-
A-Wish Oklahoma and taught English language 
arts at Shelby County Schools’ Summer Learning 
Academy. In her new role, Cates will assist with 
the preparation, submission and tracking of grants, 
helping to ensure the continued investment in Habi-
tat’s programs and supporting the long-term impact 
for families across Central Oklahoma. ▪

Habitat welcomes Layne Cates  
as new grant specialist

Joely Dixson has joined Habitat as volunteer 
coordinator, helping to lead and support the 
organization’s volunteer efforts across build sites 
and programs.

Dixson earned a bachelor’s degree in public affairs 
from Seattle University. Her experience includes 
serving as an executive assistant at the Regional 
University System of Oklahoma, as a field and 
digital organizer for Joy Hofmeister’s gubernatori-
al campaign and as an intern with the Washington 
Wildlife and Recreation Coalition and Interna-
tional Environmental Corporation.

In this role, Dixson collaborates with individuals, 
corporate groups and community partners to 
coordinate volunteer opportunities that directly 
advance Habitat’s mission. Volunteers play a vital 
role in building homes, completing critical home 
repairs and supporting Habitat’s ReStores — all 
of which help provide safe, stable housing for 
families across central Oklahoma. ▪

Joely Dixson joins Habitat as 
new volunteer coordinator

Central Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity welcomes Joely Dixson 
(right) as our new volunteer coordinator. She is pictured at 
our recent WomenBuild event, with Bruce Kennedy, assistant 
construction manager.

IN THE NEWS
Layne Cates (below) brings nonprofit expertise to her 
new role as grant specialist for OKC Habitat. 
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Central Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity has 
hired Brent Tillery as its first vice president of con-
struction, a new senior leadership role created to 
support the nonprofit’s growing home construc-
tion, real estate development and Critical Home 
Repair work.

Tillery will manage the full development pro-
cess for Habitat, from land acquisition and due 
diligence to neighborhood planning, home 
construction and critical home repairs. He will 
also help guide projects delivered through both 
volunteer-led and contractor-built construction 
models.

Tillery is an experienced construction leader with 
more than 17 years of progressive experience in 
residential and commercial construction. His 
expertise includes leading teams, strengthening 
job-site safety practices and implementing injury 
and illness prevention programs.

He is OSHA 30-hour certified and has strong 
knowledge of federal, state and local safety regu-
lations. He also has experience conducting safety 
training, site inspections and regulatory safety 
audits.

Tillery’s professional background includes work at 
Lennar (formerly Ryland Homes and CalAtlantic 
Homes), where he held construction leadership 
roles such as director of construction, area con-
struction manager and construction manager. He 

Brent Tillery Named as New  
Vice President of Construction

also served as a construction project team lead for 
Best Buy Inc.

His professional honors include the Presidential 
Award from CalAtlantic Homes for outstanding 
project execution and leadership; the Best Buy 
Achievers Award for reducing margin erosion in a 
multi-site rollout; and the Brad Anderson Legacy 
Stock Award for ranking among the top 0.03% of 
companywide employees for performance.▪

With fewer than 40 affordable homes for every 
100 households in need, strategic investments are 
expanding access to stable, affordable homeown-
ership in Central Oklahoma.

In Oklahoma, there are about 38 affordable homes 
for every 100 extremely low-income households, 
according to the National Low Income Housing 
Coalition. This shortage is worsening as housing 
and infrastructure costs rise and supply struggles 
to keep pace.

Building More Homes as the Need Grows in Central Oklahoma
Recent Urban Institute research also highlights 
structural barriers that contribute to the state’s 
affordable housing shortage, including a limited 
inventory, rising land and development costs and 
growing demand. These realities underscore the 
urgency of expanding affordable homeowner-
ship — and the critical role strategic investments 
play in enabling Central Oklahoma Habitat for 
Humanity to meet that growing need. ▪

Central Oklahoma Habitat for 
Humanity welcomes Brent 
Tillery (right) as our first vice 
president of construction. 
Here, he visits with Chief 
Operating Offcer Sonja Potts.

IN THE NEWS
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IN THE NEWS

Central Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity 
Chair/CEO Ann Felton Gilliland has been se-
lected for induction into the Oklahoma Hall 
of Fame as part of the Class of 2026, one of 
the state’s highest honors recognizing individ-
uals whose leadership and service have made 
lasting contributions to Oklahoma.

Ann Felton Gilliland Selected  
for the Oklahoma Hall of Fame

Central Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity Chair/CEO Ann Felton 
Gilliland, (front row, second from left), poses with the other 
Oklahoma Hall of Fame inductees who will be honored during 
the 99th Annual Oklahoma Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. 

The honorees include (left to right) Mary F. McCormick, Jo-
seph R. Castiglione, Felton Gilliland, Ross O. Swimmer, Sherri 
Coale, Bruce T. Benbrook, and Ann W. Hargis. Honoree Dwight 
D. Birdwell not pictured.

The honor was announced on May 21 at the 
Oklahoma Hall of Fame during a luncheon 
at the Gaylord-Pickens Museum. Felton 
Gilliland will be formally inducted on Nov. 
12 during the 99th Annual Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony at the Oklahoma City 
Convention Center.

For over three decades of visionary leader-
ship, Felton Gilliland has transformed the 
landscape of affordable housing in Oklaho-
ma. She has led Habitat from a small start-up 
nonprofit into one of the nation’s leading 
Habitat affiliates by expanding affordable 
homeownership and critical home repair 
opportunities for families across Central 
Oklahoma.

Since 1990, the affiliate has built more than 
1,166 new affordable homes, developed four 
affordable-housing neighborhoods, estab-
lished two ReStores and assisted more than 
800 low-income homeowners through its 
Critical Home Repair program. 

Felton Gilliland’s vision and faith-based 
leadership continue to shape stronger com-
munities across Central Oklahoma, and 
Habitat is now a major force in affordable 
homeownership, neighborhood revitalization 
and community development. 

Shannon L. Rich, president & CEO of the 
Oklahoma Hall of Fame, said she’s excited 
about this year’s class of honorees. 

“These remarkable individuals represent 
every corner of our state, and they each 
demonstrate the incredible spirit that makes 
Oklahoma and its people so special.,” she 
said. “We cannot wait to celebrate the impact 
they have made in this 99th year of present-
ing Oklahoma’s Highest Honor. These are the 
stories that continue to inspire a bright future 
for our state.” ▪
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IN THE NEWS

Central Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity 
sponsored a booth at the 2026 Women of 
Color Expo Oklahoma, held at the Metro 
Tech Springlake Campus in Oklahoma City. 
The booth was staffed by Family Services 
Executive Administrator Lily Dwyer and 
Executive Administrative Assistant Jasmine 
Wallace. 

The pair volunteered to pass out candy and 
brochures, encouraged attendees to enter 
a drawing for a drawstring backpack and 
a 39-piece household tool kit and answer 
questions about Habitat’s programs.

In March, Dwyer also gave a presentation in 
Spanish about Habitat’s programs at the Capi-
tol Hill Library as part of El Latino American 
Newspaper’s community outreach efforts in 
Oklahoma City. 

In honor of Mother’s Day, Dwyer was joined 
by Grant Specialist Layne Cates and Vol-
unteer Coordinator Joely Dixson on May 
9th, when Habitat sponsored a booth at the 
Embassy Suites in Norman for El Latino 
American Newspaper’s Mother’s Day Cele-
bration & Expo 2026.

They distributed candy and Spanish- and En-
glish-language brochures to attendees, held a 
raffle with a prize and two of them attended 
the dinner. The festive event highlighted 
family values and the importance of moth-
ers and encouraged continued professional 
development and achievements that make 
mothers proud.

Wallace and Dwyer teamed up again and 
staffed a booth at Praise Beyond the Walls 
2026’s free community fair on June 6 at 
Bethlehem Star Baptist Church in Oklahoma 
City. The weeklong, family-oriented event 
designed to bring the community together 
for worship, fun and resources. ▪

Habitat Staff Volunteer at Community Events

Habitat’s Grant Specialist Layne Cates (left) and Volunteer Coordinator Joely Dixson joined Family 
Services Executive Administrator Lily Dwyer (not pictured) in May during the El Latino American 
Newspaper’s Mother’s Day Celebration & Expo 2026 at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Norman. 

Central Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity’s Lily Dwyer and Jasmine Wallace volunteered 
during the Women of Color Expo Oklahoma held in the spring at Metro Tech Springlake 
Campus in Oklahoma City.
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DISASTER RELIEF

“The tornadoes reinforced 
our commitment to helping 

families rebuild stability, 
safety and hope after  

disaster strikes.”
— ANN FELTON GILLILAND

After the 2013 tornado, Hobby 
Lobby and the Green family 
donated one million dollars, 

which enabled the purchase of 
a Trackhoe, which was used to 
clear debris from the disaster.  
Operated by Rick Lorg (right).

The devastating tornadoes of 1999 and 
2013 proved that necessity is the mother of 
invention for Central Oklahoma Habitat for 
Humanity, as the nonprofit evolved from 
emergency response into a long-term force 
in disaster recovery and rebuilding across 
central Oklahoma.

Like many Oklahomans during those 
natural disasters, Habitat staff members were 
initially shaken by the fury of the storms 
but quickly mobilized to assess widespread 
damage across the greater Oklahoma City 
area and surrounding communities. Habitat 
soon organized volunteers, churches, busi-
nesses and national partners to help families 
recover after two of the state’s most destruc-
tive tornado outbreaks.

What began as emergency recovery efforts 
after each tornado outbreak evolved into 
years-long rebuilding work that expanded 
Habitat’s role. Following the 1999 tornadoes, 
Habitat helped families rebuild in Moore, 
Midwest City, Bridge Creek, Choctaw, 
Mulhall and the surrounding communi-
ties. After the 2013 storms, the nonprofit 
again mobilized to assist families in Moore, 

The Tornadoes That Changed Habitat Forever
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Carney, Bethel Acres, Shawnee and other 
storm-damaged areas.

Habitat Chair/CEO Ann Felton Gilliland 
said the tornadoes changed Habitat itself. 
The 1999 recovery expanded the nonprofit’s 
geographic reach, volunteer base and build-
ing standards, resulting in homes with more 
durable features such as brick exteriors and 
garages.

“Those recovery efforts changed both our 
homes and our organization, and we never 
looked back,” Felton Gilliland said. “By 2013, 
our disaster response had grown beyond 
New Home Construction to include Critical 
Home Repair, debris removal, heavy equip-
ment use, corporate partnerships and rapid 
‘blitz-build’ projects — creating a long-term 
recovery model rooted in stability, safety and 
community support.”

She said that within 18 months after the 
1999 storms, Habitat and its volunteers 
built 40 homes for families displaced by the 
tornadoes.

“By fall 2000, 30 of our 40 Habitat homes 
built that year were dedicated to families 
affected by the tornadoes,” she said. “In all, 
we helped more than 70 families through 
our tornado recovery homebuilding efforts.”

The tornado recovery work after 1999 
permanently changed the organization’s 
approach to homebuilding and disaster 
response. Following the storms, Habitat 
expanded its partnerships with churches, 
businesses, universities and volunteers while 
developing long-term rebuilding strategies 

designed to help families restore stability and 
return home after disaster struck.

The recovery effort also drew extraordi-
nary support from across Oklahoma and 
around the nation. Volunteers included 
local churches, OU student organizations, 
AmeriCorps teams, Episcopal youth groups, 
Collegiate Challenge students and civic 
volunteers. Corporate and philanthropic 
support also played a critical role. A $1 
million matching grant from America 
Online founders Steve and Jean Case helped 
make more than 40 new homes possible for 
families forced to start over after the storms.

continued on page 12

The 2013 tornado photos on 
this double-page spread are 
from the Central Oklahoma 
Habitat for Humanity archives.
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CONTEXT:

An Outbreak for the History Books
From May 2 to 5, 1999, a large, historic, and devastating tornado 
outbreak took place across much of the Central United States, 
causing catastrophic impacts. 

During this three-day event, 141 tornadoes touched down in 
these areas. The most dramatic events unfolded during the after-
noon of May 3 through the early morning hours of May 4 when 
more than half of these storms occurred. 

Oklahoma experienced its largest tornado outbreak on record 
from this event, with 70 confirmed, in what is referred to as the 
May 3rd outbreak, or more officially by the National Weather 
Service (NWS) and NOAA as the Great Plains Tornado Out-
break of May 3-4, 1999, or the Oklahoma/Kansas tornado 
outbreak.

The most notable of these was the F5 Bridge Creek–Moore 
tornado which devastated Oklahoma City and suburban com-
munities. The tornado killed 36 people and injured 583 others; 
losses amounted to $1 billion, making it the first billion-dollar 
tornado in history. Overall, 50 people lost their lives during the 
outbreak and damage amounted to $1.4 billion.The May 3, 1999, Moore F5 tornado that killed 

over 30 people in the Oklahoma City suburbs.  
NOAA/NSSL images (public domain)

 NEXRAD radar 
reflectivity image 

(above) shows the 
Oklahoma City 

storm at 6:22 pm, 
May 3, 1999, when 
an F5 tornado was 

tracking through 
Moore.

Felton Gilliland said that after the 2013 tor-
nadoes, the Christian housing ministry used 
its Critical Home Repair program to help 
homeowners whose houses were damaged 
but still standing, assisted 52 tornado-rav-
aged families with debris removal and clean-
up, and partnered with churches, businesses, 
universities and volunteer groups to support 
long-term rebuilding.

“We also had many major partners step up 
to help with donations, including a $1 mil-
lion contribution from Hobby Lobby Stores, 
Inc., along with support from Continental 
Resources and many other community 
partners,” Felton Gilliland said.

Others that assisted Habitat included Access 
Midstream, Crossings Community Church, 

Heartland Community Church, Ameri-
Corps, university volunteers, Oklahoma 
City Thunder volunteers, Churches of Christ 
groups and local congregations to support 
long-term rebuilding.

Felton Gilliland reflected on lessons learned 
during those times of transition for Habitat.

“We learned through those disasters that 
rebuilding a community takes far more than 
just putting walls back up,” she said. “It re-
quires long-term commitment, partnerships 
and a willingness to walk beside families for 
years after the storms are gone. Those expe-
riences helped shape the Habitat ministry we 
are today and reinforced our commitment to 
helping families rebuild stability, safety and 
hope after disaster strikes.” ▪

continued from page 11
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DISASTER RELIEF

Betty Killensworth (above) 
working her volunteer hours in 
early 2000 at the building site of 
her new Habitat house.

as it eventually helped about 70 families 
rebuild in the affected areas.

Today, Habitat Chair/CEO Ann Felton 
Gilliland says the May 3-4, 1999, tornado 
outbreak became a defining chapter in 
Central Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity’s 
history.

“Habitat staff and volunteers traveled 
through storm-damaged communities from 
Mulhall, Oklahoma, to Bridge Creek to 
assess the extent of the destruction and de-
termine how we could help,” Felton Gilliland 
said.

She said much of the early work was im-
mediate and practical, and local volunteers 
quickly stepped up to help.

“Habitat helped by providing transportation 
to the impacted communities so volunteers 
could help clean up the debris,” Felton 
Gilliland said.

The rebuilding effort soon drew national 
attention. According to a May 16, 1999, 
story in The Oklahoman, America Online 
Chairman Steve Case and his wife, Jean, 
came to Oklahoma after the storms and 
toured tornado damage by helicopter with 
Felton Gilliland. They also visited a Habitat 
home in Midwest City alongside Oklahoma 
First Lady Cathy Keating and U.S. Sen. Jim 
Inhofe. The story reported that the Steve 
Case Foundation committed $1 million to 
support Habitat’s rebuilding work in the 
greater Oklahoma City area after the storms.

For Betty and her family, building and 
buying a new home through Habitat was 
a blessing. The University of Oklahoma 
student chapters of Kappa Alpha Theta and 
Sigma Phi Epsilon raised much of the con-
struction funds. Construction began on the 
Killensworth home with a kickoff ceremony 
on Jan. 18, 2000. The OU students helped 

continued on page 14

When a savage F5 tornado tore through 
Moore on May 3, 1999, Betty and Benjamin 
Killensworth clung to their four children 
under an overturned couch, desperate to 
protect them.

As the twister intensified, the force of the 
winds started to lift the couch, but Betty held 
on tight, and Benjamin held on to her. It 
sounded like a train, Betty remembered.

“My husband and I got lifted up off of it,” 
Betty said. “It busted my eardrums. Over at 
the church, they had someone to check us 
out. I know the hospital was wiped out, so I 
called my doctor.”

The Killensworth home at Kensington 
Square apartments was destroyed. Despite 
the devastation, the family survived.

“They had to tear it all down,” Betty said.

Betty recalls that earlier in the day, she was 
cooking and her children were playing 
outside when her sister called and told her to 
turn on the TV. Meteorologist Gary England 
was warning viewers that a dangerous storm 
was coming.

“I went and got the kids,” Betty said.

She also checked on neighborhood children, 
telling them to go home, go downstairs and 
take shelter.

After losing their apartment to the tor-
nado, the Killensworth family faced new 
challenges. They first stayed with relatives 
before moving into an efficiency apartment 
arranged by Moore Manor’s manager. Six 
people lived together in one big room with 
no bedrooms. “It was crowded,” Betty said.

Central Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity 
later became a lifeline for the family’s recov-
ery. Surrounded by destruction — 36 killed, 
more than 580 injured and more than $1 
billion in damages — Habitat offered hope 

A Home After the Storm with Habitat

A map of the tornadoes 
occurring in the vicinity of 
Oklahoma City during the 
May 1999 Oklahoma tornado 
outbreak with F-Scale ratings.
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DISASTER RELIEF

Betty Killensworth and her daughter 
Monica spend time together in the 

kitchen of the Habitat home  
that became a longtime gathering 

place for their family.

Below, the Killensworth 
house, one of the first built in 
Moore by Central Oklahoma 
Habitat after the 1999 Moore 
tornado.

continued from page 13

blitz-build the house in just four weeks.

“I was out there every day,” Betty said. “It 
was cold, and there was ice on the ground.”

Betty said her new home was the first of 
eight Habitat tornado homes built in the 
Moore suburb. The family also helped build 
their home by contributing sweat-equity 
hours. The three-bedroom, two-bath house 
gave the family space after months of worry. 
It became Habitat’s 137th home built since 
1990.

But moving in marked only the beginning of 
Betty’s journey with Habitat. Inspired by the 
building process, Betty’s volunteer commit-
ment continued even after her home was 

finished. She volunteered on other Habitat 
houses and cooked for volunteers, especially 
a crowd favorite: her homemade fried chick-
en on Fridays.

“They did this here for me,” Betty said.

 When she finally moved into her Habitat 
home, Betty remembered feeling one thing 
most of all. “Excited,” she said. “I have a 
home to call my own.”

More than 26 years later, Betty still cherishes 
the Habitat home she and her family helped 
build. It remains a warm gathering place 
for her large family — including children 
and grandchildren — who visit often. She 
gardens, welcomes loved ones, cooks and 
reflects on the lessons the storm taught her 
about what truly matters.

She said the tornado changed her outlook 
on life. Before the storm, she valued material 
things; afterward, she realized those things 
were replaceable.

“That stuff is material,” she said. “They can 
break. It doesn’t mean anything to me.”

Although the tornado took the Killensworth 
family’s home, it did not take their future. 
With support from faith, family, volunteers, 
OU students, donors and Habitat, Betty 
and her family rebuilt after the storm. Their 
Habitat home now welcomes generations 
who gather, belong and believe there’s no 
place like home.▪
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1.  Minimum household income* at least $49,000/year. 	
  *Gross yearly income for all applicants, from all income sources.
2. Maximum household income* by family size on chart: 

Qualifications:

Required documentation:
	▪ Documentation of U.S. Citizenship or Permanent Resident status
	▪ Must provide four weeks of paystub(s) or comparable documentation
	▪ Must provide social security number(s)
	▪ Must provide two months of bank statements
	▪ Must complete the entire application fully and truthfully
	▪ If self-employed, last two years’ tax returns must be provided
	▪ If pension, disability or SSI is used as income, latest award letter is 

required.

Additional requirements: 
	▪ Homeowner must be willing to volunteer 100 hours according to ability

	▪ Attend First-Time Homebuyer education classes as required.

Number in 
Household

Maximum 
Household 
Income

1

$81,750

2

$93,450

3

$105,100

4

$116,800

5

$126,100

6

$136,450

7

$144,800

8

$154,150

3.  Employed at least one year with current employer, unless 
disabled or retired. If bonus or overtime income used to quali-
fy, must be employed for two years.
4.  Authorize a background check and credit check. Credit 
score of 600+. Individuals in the program must maintain 
steady employment.
5.  Not filed for bankruptcy in the last two years 
6.  Cannot currently own a home. Potential homeowners gen-
erally cannot have owned a home in the last 3 years, except 
in certain mitigating circumstances like a divorce action, or 
with some lenders.  
7.  No tax liens, unpaid judgements or collections, reposses-
sions or unpaid child support payments.

Many U.S. Habitat affiliates simply maintain 
a waiting list for the few houses they build 
each year. In contrast, the success and sheer 
volume of homes built by OKC Habitat 
means that we actively seek and recruit 
potentional homeowners. 

Tech-savvy marketing efforts range from 
highly targeted homeowner advertising 
on Connected TV to digital ads and social 
media. More traditional avenues include 
signs and billboards that maintain a steady 
presence in strategic parts of the metro area, 

How We Expand Our Habitat Family

HOMEOWNERSHIP

Included on this page are the basic reqire-
ments for homeownership program. Please 
help us by referring people you know who 
might qualify as potential homeowners. ▪

and seasonal radio spots. Brochures and 
applications are distributed at specific events 
throughout the year. The main website 
offers updated information. But ultimately, 
the most effective way to 
reach new homeowners  
is personal referrals. 

READY FOR A HABITAT HOME?

FIND OUT AT:
www.okchabitat.com

The bus shelter ad (above) is 
located on Classen. 

This digital ad is an 
example of one that 

might show up on your 
phone or laptop if the 

right parameters  
are met.
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HOMEOWNER #1139

Hollie

For Hollie C., a divorced single 
mother, stability slipped away 
after the loss of her longtime 
landlord. For 13 years, he had 
kept her rent affordable because, 
as Hollie wrote in her Habitat  
application, “he knew money 
was tight.” After his death, she 
faced a difficult new reality:  
comparable rents were nearly 
double what she had been 
paying, putting a safe, afford-
able home for her family out of 
reach.

Hollie had once considered buy-
ing a home, but the only options 
within her budget were in poor 
condition. She also explored 
Habitat homeownership but 
didn’t quite qualify. Determined, 
Hollie set out to change her 

future. She persevered, earned a cybersecurity degree, and secured a promotion at 
LexisNexis—steady steps that brought long-term stability within reach.

On Sept. 19, Hollie stood alongside her children, Kayla and Brock, at a dual-home 
dedication in Cornerstone Creek. With them was her new neighbor, Shy A., and 
her daughter, Ke’zira, as both families marked the beginning of new chapters as 
homeowners.

“Becoming a homeowner means not being at the mercy of future rent hikes,” Hollie 
said. “It has relieved my fears and given me hope for the future.”

Kayla is now finishing high school in a stable environment. For Hollie, it means 
something just as powerful: her family finally has a place to call home—and the 
confidence to move forward.

“We’re so thankful for all the volunteers and donors who have made homeowner-
ship possible for us in a beautiful new house,” Hollie said.▪

After Loss and Struggle, Homeowner 
Finds New Hope with Habitat

Habitat homeowner Hollie C. poses with her children Brock  
and Kayla on the porch of her Cornerstone Creek home.

In her Habitat application, new 
homeowner Shvyansty “Shy” A. 
wrote that some of her earliest 
memories include watching 
COHFH Chair/CEO Ann Felton 
Gilliland in local television 
commercials.

“Seeing Ann on TV since I was 
a little kid, I knew about Habitat 
homes,” Shy said. “I’ve worked 
so hard to call one mine. It is my 
dream in life—my goal!”

Shy’s resolve paid off during a 
dual-home dedication last fall in 
Cornerstone Creek, where she 
celebrated with her daughter, 
Ke’zira, alongside her new 
neighbor, Hollie C., and her chil-
dren, as both families marked 
the occasion together.

A mother of three, Shy works 
as a housekeeper for the 
Oklahoma House of Repre-
sentatives. Since returning to 
Oklahoma in 2017, she said she 
and her daughter moved seven 
times while searching for safe, 
affordable housing.

“Buying a Habitat home has 
provided my family with the 
stability and growth we need 
to reach our future goals,” 
she said. “I believe hard work 
pays off and that it’s important 
never to give up. We are truly 
blessed.”

 HOMEOWNER #1140

Shy 

homeowners
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For over three years, Marisa 
H. has dedicated her days to 
serving as a Family Engage-
ment Supervisor at Sunbeam 
Family Services. Her efforts 
to establish a better future for 
her own family have come full 
circle, now that she’s a Habitat 
homeowner.

Marisa and her daughter, Kylar, 
celebrated the dedication of 
their new home in November 
last year. As a single parent, 
she has found that home-
ownership has increased her 
stability and provided more 
opportunities for her child. 

“Owning a home offers long-
term stability and the peace of 
mind that comes with knowing 
we have a place to call our 
own,” Marisa said. “Rather 
than putting money into rent, 
I’m investing in a future for 
myself and my daughter. Our 
home gives us a foundation to 
grow, to dream bigger and feel 
secure, something every child 
and parent deserves.”

She said Kylar, who competes 
in piano contests and the US-
AFT Junior Olympics, inspires 
her every day.

“This is my chance to show her 
what hard work and persever-
ance can accomplish,” Marisa 
said.

HOMEOWNER #1144

Marisa
Cade S., 23, is an aircraft and 
helicopter mechanic who grew 
up in nearby Piedmont. Today, 
he said he’s happy he bought a 
Habitat home near his home-
town. 

“Being close to family means 
a lot to me, and it is one of the 
main reasons I’m excited about 
becoming a homeowner in this 
area,” Cade said.

Cade’s mother, Dorothy Joy R., 
is a technology teacher who 
taught at Piedmont High, and 
Craig R. is his stepfather. Cade 
credits a high school counselor 
for guiding him into the aviation 
field. He graduated from 
Canadian Valley Technology 
Center before working as an 
aviation mechanic for SkyWest 
Airlines in Colorado. He now 
does similar work locally on 
helicopters for U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection.

Cade said he first learned 
about Habitat from his step-
brother, Aaron R., and quickly 
applied.

“My mom was all for it when I 
applied to buy a home through 
Habitat,” Cade said. “I never 
dreamed I’d be a homeowner 
so soon; it has been such a 
blessing!”

 HOMEOWNER #1145

Cade 
HOMEOWNER #1143

Rita 
“Ron” N. Jr. knows a lot about 
second chances. As Second 
Chance Sober Living’s director, 
he and his fiancée, Patricia L., 
have helped others rebuild their 
lives through faith and recovery. 
Last fall, Ron and his family of 
six received their own oppor-
tunity for a fresh start through 
Habitat homeownership. 

Ron’s father, Ron N. Sr., offered 
a heartfelt blessing during Ron 
Jr.’s Habitat home dedication 
celebration last October. EOG 
Resources’ Oklahoma City 
volunteers also attended the 
event. The company sponsored 
the home build, and volunteers 
worked seven consecutive 
build days that began in June.

Second Chance Sober Living 
is a spiritually based 12-step 
nonprofit that operates four 
drug-free homes for people in 
recovery. Ron and Patricia help 
residents maintain sobriety and 
stability. 

When applying for Habitat 
homeownership, Ron shared 
that homeownership would be 
“a great blessing” for his family. 

“We were tired of renting and 
decided to invest in our family’s 
future by buying our home 
through Habitat,” Ron said. 
“Renting a four-bedroom home 
was simply out of reach.”

HOMEOWNER #1141

Ronald
Rita N. is a mother and 
grandmother who moved to the 
United States from Cameroon, 
a Central African country, about 
six years ago. She said she left 
behind a life of hard work and 
struggle, and now works as a 
certified nursing assistant at 
Veraden Senior Living in Ed-
mond. She’s especially happy 
to live close to her children and 
grandchildren, but said she’s 
always wanted “a home of my 
own.”

Last Halloween, Rita celebrated 
the dedication of her Habitat 
home with COHFH staff, local 
clergy, and community mem-
bers. She was so overjoyed 
that, instead of making a short 
speech after receiving the keys 
to her new energy-efficient 
home in Cornerstone Creek, 
Rita sang her thanks to Habitat 
and her guests.

“I realized having a home of my 
own is a great start for a stable 
life here,” Rita said. “Coming 
across Central Oklahoma 
Habitat for Humanity is one 
of the best things to happen 
to me. This program made my 
dream come true much faster 
than I expected — and it is 
more affordable, too.”
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As the mother of three, 
Taneiqua H., a financial services 
account manager, said she’s 
always wanted to buy a home 
and has worked hard to get out 
of debt and improve her credit 
scores.

“I’ve worked so hard to save 
money to qualify for a mort-
gage, but with just one income, 
it’s been hard,” Taneiqua wrote 
in her Habitat application. “I 
have three young men living 
with me in a three-bedroom, 
one-bath home, and I’d love to 
have my own bathroom.”

In addition to needing more 
living space as her sons grow–
they range in age from 10 to 19–
Taneiqua said homeownership 
is a good step toward building 
generational wealth, and so her 
sons will always have a place to 
call home.

Taneiqua’s perseverance 
paid off after partnering with 
COHFH. She bought her own 
home, and her boys now have 
“room to grow into.” She shared 
a home dedication celebration 
with her sons and her new 
neighbor, Cade S., on Nov. 20, 
2025, in Cornerstone Creek.

 HOMEOWNER #1146

Taneiqua  
Christmas came early for 
the Roman K. family when 
the mother of three and her 
husband, Ayalew A., surprised 
their children with a new home 
during their Habitat home ded-
ication celebration on Dec. 22, 
2025, in Cornerstone Creek.

When the children, Yohanes, 
11, Maramawit, 8, and Michael, 
5, were brought to the house 
by family friends, they had no 
idea their parents had become 
new Habitat homeowners. They 
were told they’d be joining their 
parents at a friend’s house. 
Instead, they were greeted by 
their parents, family friends, 
Habitat staff and local media 
representatives – who had 
cameras rolling to capture their 
surprise.

Originally from Ethiopia, Roman 
and Ayalew moved to the U.S. 
over 9 years ago and have both 
worked hard to pursue the 
American dream of homeown-
ership. Roman is a head custo-
dian at Edmond Public Schools 
and Ayalew works as an Uber 
driver. Prior to moving into their 
Habitat home, the family lived 
in a cramped two-bedroom 
apartment in Oklahoma City.

“Glory to God, the time has 
come,” Roman said. “We 
thank Habitat for giving us this 
opportunity.” 

HOMEOWNER #1149

Roman
HOMEOWNER #1148

Tania 
Originally from Cameroon 
in Central Africa, Manuela Y. 
came to the United States in 
March 2021. She soon gave 
birth to her son, Angel K., now 
4. She’s worked for the past 
three years as a certified med-
ical assistant at a healthcare 
facility in Bethany.

In her Habitat application, Man-
uela said she’s faced “challeng-
es,” but has remained focused 
on becoming a homeowner. On 
Dec. 18, 2025, her new Habitat 
home was dedicated just days 
before her 30th birthday on 
Christmas Eve. 

“One of the main targets 
has always been to build my 
happiness in a family environ-
ment – there’s no family without 
a home,” Manuela said. “I heard 
about Habitat, and I soon 
realized that this was an oppor-
tunity for me to build my dream 
through this program and own 
a home at an affordable cost.”

After receiving the keys to her 
new home, Manuela thanked 
Habitat.

“I want to thank everybody here 
today,” she said. “Especially 
Habitat, for giving me this op-
portunity in America to become 
a homeowner.”

HOMEOWNER #1147

Manuela
Tania A., a Floor and Décor 
interior designer, has spent 
several years helping custom-
ers design their home interiors. 
But since Dec. 19, 2025, she’s 
been able to design her own 
after becoming a Habitat 
homeowner.

In her Habitat application, Tania 
wrote that she wanted to buy 
a Habitat home so she and 
her mother could live in a safe, 
stable environment.

“I wanted to give my mother 
the safety, stability and love 
she has always given me,” 
Tania said. “All my life, she has 
worked tirelessly as a single 
mother to protect me and to 
give me every opportunity she 
could. It’s my turn to take care 
of her, honor her sacrifices, and 
give her a place where she can 
rest and find peace.”

She said she considers her 
new Habitat home a “founda-
tion for a new chapter for us” 
– one filled with hope.

“Being part of the Habitat pro-
gram fills me with gratitude, and 
helping others in the program 
inspires me even more,” Tania 
said.
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homeowners

After years of uncertainty, 
Cathy A. stood at the front 
door of something her family 
had never truly had before — a 
safe, secure and permanent 
place to call home.

On Dec. 30, the single mother 
of four received the keys 
to her new Habitat home in 
Cornerstone Creek, marking a 
long-awaited turning point for 
her family.

In her application, Cathy said 
she and her children — Chris-
tian, 15; Natalie, 14; David, 11; 
and Emily, 9 — had faced 
repeated housing instability, 
including several 30-day evic-
tion notices through no fault of 
their own. Each move brought 
disruption and uncertainty.

“Raising four kids in a sin-
gle-parent household is 
difficult,” Cathy said. “All I want 
is to provide them stability — a 
home where they feel safe.”

For Cathy, becoming a 
first-generation homeowner 
means everything. “I want my 
kids to know that even when 
the odds feel stacked against 
you, you can do this,” she said.

At the dedication, Cathy 
acknowledged that the journey 
had not been easy, but said, 
“We got through it with help 
from everyone,” thanking 
supporters through tears.

HOMEOWNER #1150

Cathy

HOMEOWNER #1142

Juan

Before learning about Habitat, 
Juan and his wife, Ma De Jesús, 
were nearly persuaded to make 
what Juan describes as a “risky 
investment.”

A real estate representative 
encouraged Juan to inflate his 
income to qualify for a mortgage. 
Instead, the family turned to 
prayer for guidance. Soon after, 
their tax preparer introduced 
them to Habitat’s New Home 
Construction program–built on 
hard work and partnership—
and they say their prayers were 
answered.

Last fall, Juan, Ma De Jesús, and 
their sons, Daniel, 20, and Jorge, 
11, celebrated the dedication of 
their new home in Cornerstone 
Creek, surrounded by family, Habitat 
staff and community members.

“We are a Latino Catholic family, and we truly see this experience as a blessing 
from God,” Juan said. “We prayed and sought guidance, and the right people came 
into our lives at the right time — leading us to Habitat. We believe this is part of a 
greater plan.”

The family moved from Mexico to the United States about four years ago in search 
of greater opportunity. Juan worked as a tree trimmer, and Ma De Jesús is a home-
maker. Their oldest daughter, Ivette, 24, graduated from college and now works in 
accounting in Chicago. Daniel attends Oklahoma City Community College and 
works as a restaurant server, while Jorge attends Belle Isle Enterprise Middle School.

Juan said homeownership has been life-changing, bringing stability, hope and a 
renewed sense of possibility for his family. He later joined Habitat staff and now 
works in Habitat’s New Home Construction program. ▪

Habitat Homeowner Celebrates  
Answered Prayer at Home Dedication 

New Habitat homeowners Juan and Ma De Jesus and their sons were 
all smiles after their home dedication in Cornerstone Creek last Fall..
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Meetings and Events Calendar
July 6	 Independence Day	 Habitat Office Closed

July 21	 CHR Committee	 Noon-Habitat Office

July 30	 Board of Directors	 Noon-Habitat Office

August 18	 CHR Committee	 Noon-Habitat Office

August 26	 Finance Committee	 Noon-Habitat Office

August 27	 Board of Directors	 Noon-Habitat Office

September 7	 Labor Day	 Habitat Office Closed

September 15	 CHR Committee	 Noon-Habitat Office

September 24	 Board of Directors	 Noon-Habitat Office

October 6	 VAD Event	 The Cowboy Museum 

© 2026

This year’s casino-themed 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

will be held October 6, 2026.  
Be sure to save the date! 
Look for your invitation in  

the mail in September.


